Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 SAN SA 05837 192134Z 

ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-08 INR-07 LAB-04 
NSAE-00 SIL-01 SCS-06 CA-01 SY-05 L-03 H-01 HA-05 
PA-01 PRS-01 USIA-06 MCT-01 /065 W 

099863 200324Z/63 

R 192055Z DEC 77 

FM AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6388 
INFO AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA 
AMEMBASSY MANAGUA 
AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE 
DIA WASHDC 
USINCSO 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SAN SALVADOR 5837 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: GOES ANNOUNCES CAPTURE OF ALLEGED ASSASSIN OF RAUL 
MOLINA CANAS 

REF: SAN SALVADOR 5235 

1 . NATIONAL POLICE ANNOUNCED DEC. 16 THAT THEY HAD CAPTURED 
SEVERN PERSONS INVOLVED IN THE NOV. 12 KIDNAP-ATTEMPT 
ASSASSINATION OF RAUL MOLINA CANAS (SEE REFTEL). POLICE 
ANNOUNCEMENT STATED THAT ARREST BASED ON CONFESSION OF 
PERSON PREVIOUSLY ARRESTED AND APPARENTLY AWAITING 
TRIAL FOR ROBBERY. 

2. PERSON MAKING CONFESSION, JESUS HERNANDEZ CASTRO, STATED 
THAT OIS PARTICIPATION WAS MERELY THAT OF DRIVER. HE WENT 
ON TO NAME SIX OTHER PERSONS (5 MEN AND ONE WOMAN) 

WHO WERE INVOLVED IN THE INCIDENT. 
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3. LOCAL PRESS AFTERNOON OF DEC. 16. AND CONTINUING 
THROUGH 17 AND 18. PROMINENTLY FEATURED STORY OF 
ARREST. CONFESSION AND INCLUDED PHOTOGRAPHS OF 
ALLEGED PARTICIPANTS. NATIONAL POLICE BULLETIN, 

IN CITING CONFESSION, INCLUDED FACT THAT HERNANDEZ 
CASTRO HAD BEEN PROPERLY ADVISED OF HIS RIGHT TO 
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REMINA SILENT AND CERTAIN OTHER JUDICIAL TECHNICALITIES. 

POLICE BULLETIN ALSO STATES THAT SEVEN SUSPECTS HAVE BEEN 
REMANDED TO JUDICIAL SYSTEM FOR TRIAL. 

4. COMMENT. CAPTURE OF ASSASSINS OF MILINA CANAS, 

IF UPHELD IN COURT. WILL BE FIRST TIME IN RECENT YEARS 
THAT POLICE HAVE APPREHENDED PERSONS INVOLVED IN LONG 
SERIES OF CRIMINAL/TERRORIST KIDNAPPING AND ASSASSINATIONS 
UN EL SALVADOR. THUS FAR GOES APPEARS TO BE SCRUPULOUSLY 
ATTEMPTING TO FOLLOW PROPER JUDICIAL PROCEDURES. NOT CERTAIN 
AS YET WHETHER ALLEGED ASSASSINS WILL BE TRIED UNDER NEW LAW 
OF DEFENSE OF PUBLIC ORDER (WHI WAS NOT IN EFFECT ON NOV. 12) 

OR REGULAR PENAL CODE. 

DEVINE 
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